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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE-CONCLUSI- ONS OF THE COURT
v?ull the Report of the

W IT VJjSA UN
Tho Mftino Court oi' In

quiry So Reports to
. llio President.

SPAIN IS NOT MENTIONED

Captnlu .Slgsbco mul tho Vessel's
'"" ' Crow Aro Completely

THIS PI,ATUS BENT UPWARDS

I'roMlilcnt'H Message? to Congress
Dock Not Mention Possi-

bility of War.

rraniutt the Itcport to Congress
trllli Mo Blnrlllns; Statement im to

III Intention Asks for Oe- -
tlbcrnto Consideration.

Washington, Jlnrch 20. Tho president
Monday tent tho tallowing messago Ic
congress:
To the Congress or the United States:

For some tlmo prior to tho visit of the
Mnlno In Havana harbor our consular

pointed out tho advantages to
now from tho visit of national ships to the
Cubjwatcrx, In accustoming tho people tc
IhcuVRnicnco of Qtir flag as tho symbol ol
EOfJJVJII anil 01 our snips in iiioiuimiraeiii

Wjc mUnUn nf nwfinitnn tn Amrrlrnti Inmt- - """" - - a-
l eTf.it c, vcrt ChoUKU no unmeuiaio ncea
uicrciuriHJKni vAinn

Acconlinalr, on thotlth of January last,
uflcr conference wllh the SponUh mlnlstct
tn which iho renewal of vUlu of our wot

i On-i.- lal tvnlArl WAS (llirllflXCtl
vtn?vi iu .'imiii-i- ..- - ..,.- -

Iho peninsular authorities nland ncccntrO.
a . . .. ...la.lxv.l l9 tMMaUrjt. ,fltiu Jiavana nTniuniw "

Mirposft'of lns novcrcmeni u raunic
Li.-i- .. ...! iti a fnhnn nnrta. anil
that In lhat view tho MrJno would forth-

with call at tho port of Havana,

1.4. M.ut-HiM- with nnnrf?!nilon"Of
"""L'i-vriT.sruTVif.i- h.

and with jiotineatlon of tntcntlon
to return tha courtesy by ncndlng Bpat-U- h

ships lo tho principal ports of the
Unltfil Ctatfs. Mennwhllo the Maine en-

teral lh port of Havana on thw th of
Jamisry, htr arrival being marked with
no special Incident besides tho "change, of
customary salutes and ceremonial vIMts.

The Maine continued In tho harbor of
llavrtna durlnc the three wtcks follow-

ing her arrival. No appreciable excite-roe- nt

ahended her stay, on tho eontrarj-- .

a ftolln of relief end conll.lenco followed
tho resumption of tho long tntcrruptcd
friendly" Intercourse. Bo notlccablo was
this Immediate effect of her visit that the
consul-gener- strongly urged that tne
prseence of our ships tn Cuban wntera
should bo kept up by retaining the Maine,

at Havana, or In tho evont of her recall
by sending there a vessel to tako her place.

The Tntnl Evening.
..i n.intii.a tutkr nlno nn the evening

or tho 15th of February tho Maine was
l.t n vrlnnlnn. tiv which tha

entire forward part of tho ehlp was ut-- t
rly wrecked. Jn thla catastrophe two

otllcers and ICO of her crew perished, those
who wero not killed outright by her

being penned between decks hy
the tangle or wreckage and drowned by
tho Immediate sinking or tha hull. Prompt
assistances wd"H rendered by tho neighbor-
ing vessels anchored In tho harbor, mid
being especially given by tho boats or
the Spanish cruiser Alphonso XII. and tho
Ward lino steamer City of Washington,
which lay not far distant. Tho wounded
were generously cared for by the authori-
ties of Havana, the hospitals-bein- freely
opened to them, while the earlltst recov-
ered bodies of the dead wero Interred by
the municipality in a public cemetery In
ilia city. Tributes of grlof and sympathy
wero offered from all odlclal Quarters of
the Island.

Caused Intense Incitement.
The appalling calamity fell upon the pco

nlo of our country wllh crushing force and
for a brier lime on Intense extllcmcnt pre-

vailed, which In a community less Just and
self.fQPl rolled than ours might havo led to
hasty acts or blind resentment. This spir-

it, however, soon gave way to the calmer
processes or reason and to the resolve to In-

vestigate tho facts and await the materia)
proof before forming a Judgment ns lo the
muse, the responsibility and, If the facts
warrontcd. tho remedy due. This cours
necessarily recommended Itself from the
outset to tho executive, foronly In the light
or a dispassionately ascertained certainty
could It dclcrmlno tho nature and measure
of its full duty In tho matter.

Tho usual proccduro was followed, as In
all cases of casualty or disaster to national
vessels of any maritime state. A naval
court bf Inquiry wa3 at onco organized,
composed ot olllcers well qualified by rank
and practical experience to discharge the
onerous duty Imposed upon them.

'Aided by a strong forco of wreckers nnd
divers the court proceeded to make a thor-
ough Investigation on tho spot, employing
every avnllablo means for tho Impartial
and exact determination of tho causes of
tho explosion. Its operations havo been
conducted Wllh tho utmost deliberation and
Judgment, and whllo Independently pur-

sued no source of Inrormatlon was neglect-
ed and tho fullest opportunity was allowed
,ror a simultaneous Investigation by the
Spanish authorities.

The tflndlnw of the Court.
Tho finding or tho court or Inquiry was

reached, nfter 23 days or continuous labor,
on tho 21st or March Inst., nnd having
heen approved on tho 22d hy tho com-

mander In chief of tho United Slates naval
forco of the North Atlantic station, was
transmitted to tha executive.

It Is herewith laid before congress, to- -'

gelher with tho voluminous testimony
taken before ho court. Us purport Is, In
brief, as follows:

When tho Maine arrived nt Havana stie
va by tho regular government

pilot to buoy No. A, to which sho was
moored In fromD'j to C fathoms of water.

Tho state ot dlsclpllno on board, and tho
condition of her magazines, boilers, coal
bunkers and storage compartment, aro
passed: In review, with iho conclusion that
excellent order prevailed and, that fle

dlcatlon df any causo for an Internal explo-
sion existed In any quarter.

At flight o'clock In tho evening or Feb-
ruary 15, everything had been reported ae;
i ura and'nll wan quiet.

At 40 minutes past nine o'clock tho vessel
was suddenly destroyed.

TTf Explosions.
There were wo distinct explosions, with

a brief Inlprval between them. Tha first
Wtfe forward part or tne snip very

4F7...1... ih. umnnnA. whlph tun tnnrAmrn'iiiiu.Yi " r...: "- - " . . r.
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partial explosion ot two or more,or tho for.
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The evidence of the divers establishes
that tho after part of the ship was prac-
tically Intact and sank In that condition a
very few minutes after the explosion. Tho
forward part was completely demolished.

Upon tha evidence of concurrent external
cause the finding of the court Is as follows:

"At frame IT tho outer shell of tho ship,
from a point 11 V4 feet from tho mlddlo lino
of the ship and six feet above tho keel
when In Its normal position, has been
forced up so as to bo now about four feet
above tho surface of the water; therefore,
about 31 feet abovo where It would bo had
tho ship sunk uninjured.

I'lntiSs Ilcnt Inward.
"The outaldo bottom plating Is bent Into

a reversed V shape, tho after wing of
o.Mnh. .iihj is broad and $2 feet
In length (from framo 17 to frame 2S), Is
doubled back upon Itself against tho con-
tinuation of tho samo plating extending
forward.

"At frame 18 the vertical keel Is broken In
two and the keel bent Into an anglo singu-
lar to the anglo formed for tho outside
plates. This break Is about six feet be-
low tho surface of tho water and about
30 feet abovo Its normal position.

"In tho opinion of the court this effect
could have been produced only by tho ex-
plosion or a mine situated under tho bot- -

jaom-m'muikm-

...I frfiwMwtmsBt

Tom or the ship, at about framo 13 and
somewhat on the port side or the ship."

CoiicIunIoii of the Court.
Tha conclusions or tho court ore:
That tho loss of the Maine was not In any

respect due to fault or ncgltgcnco on the
part of any of tho officers or members of
her crew.

That tho ship was destroyed by the ex-

plosion of a submarlna mine, which caused
tho partial explosion of two or more of her
forward magazines; and,

That no cvldenco has been obtalnnblo fix-

ing tlx responsibility for the destruction
of the Maine upon any person or persons.

I have directed that the finding of the
court of Inquiry nnd the views of this gov- -

sow ti :; --4r

eminent thereon be to the
government of her majesty, tho queen, and
1 do not permit myself to doubt that tho
senso of Justice of tho Spanish nation will
dictate a courso of action suggested by
honor and the friendly relations of tho two
governments.

It was the duty of tho cxeouttvo to ad-

vise the congress of tho result, nnd In tho
meantime deliberate consideration Is In-

voked.
(Signed) WILLIAM M'KINLEY.

Executive Mansion, March 23, 1893.
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THE COURT'S REPORT.

Statements of Capt. Sampson und
Ills Associates Uased on Te- -

tlmoiiy Taken,

Tho following 1 tho full text of tho re-
port of tbo court of inquiry:

United States Steamship Iowa, First
Itate. Key West, Fla., Monday, March 21,
ISM. After full and mature consideration
ot all tho testimony before It, tho court -
finds as follows:

--r

EARLINGTON, HOPKINS COUNTY,

of Inquiry, Based

1. That the United States battleship Maine
trrlvcd In tho harbor of Havana, Cuba, on
tho 23th day of January, JSS3, and was taken
lo buoy No. 4, In from flvo and a half to six
fathoms or water by tho regular govern-
ment pilot. Tho United States' consul gen-
eral at Havana had notified tho authori-
ties at that placo tho previous evening or
tho Intended arrival or tho Maine.

Discipline W'ni Excellent.
2. Tho stnto or dlsclpllno on board tho

Maine was excellent, and all orders and
regulations In regard to the care and safety
ot tho Bhlp wero strictly carried out.

All ammunition was stowed away In ac-
cordance wllh Instructions, and proper care
was taken whenever ammunition was
handled.

Nothing was stowed In any one of the
magazines or shell rooms which was not
permitted to be stowed there.

Tho magazines and shell rooms were al-

ways locked after having been opened; and
after tho destruction of tho Maine the keys
wero found In their proper place In tho cap-

tain's cabin, everything having been re-

ported secure that evening at eight p. m.

Temperature Was Normal.
Tho temperatures ot tho magazines and

hcllrooms wero taken dally and reported.
Tho only mngazlno which had an unduo
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amount of heat was after ten-Inc- h mag-arln-

and that did not oxplodo at the time
tho Malno was destroyed.

Tho torpedo war heads wero all stowed
In tho after part of tho ship under tho

and neither caused nor participated
In tho destruction of tho Maine.

Tho dry gun cotton primers and deton-itor- s
wero stowed In tho cabin aft

remote from tho sccno of the explosion.
Tho wasto waa carefully looked after on

board Malno obviate danger. Spa-
tial orders regard to this had been given
by tho commanding officer.

Varnishes, dryers, alcohol and other com-
bustibles ot this nature wero stowed on

abovo tho Malne-jl- wk n.t rould not

THE

havo had anything to do with the destruc-
tion of tho Malno.

Tho medical stores wero stowed nft un-

der the ward room and remoto from the
sceno ot tho explosion.

No dangerous stores of any kind were
etowed below In any of tho other atoro
rooms.

ConI Hankers Inspected.
The coal bunkers were Inspected. Ot

thoso bunkerj adjoining the forward mag-
azine and shell rooms four were empty,
namely D 3, Ii 4, D 6 and DC. A 15 had

OF THE
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seen In uoc that day, A 13 tycs full
of New' Illvcr coal. Thjs coal. had. iifcfii
carefully Inspected before It en
board. Theliunker In which It wuS stowed
was accessible on three sidts at all times,
and tho fourth vide at this time on ac
count of bupkers 1) and U being empty.
Thla bunker, A 1G, had been Inspected
that day by the engineer onicer on duty.

Tho 11 ro alarms In tho bunkers were In
working order, and there had never been
a case of spontaneous combustion or coal
on board tho Maine.

Hollers Only 'In Use.
Tho two. after' boilers of the ehlp were In

rS A '
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on Testimony TaKen Interesting"

Witnesses Treachery Proven Beyond Shadow

use at the tlmo ot tho disaster, but for
auxiliary purposes only with a

low pressuro of steam, and being
tended by a reliable watch. These boilers
could "have caused tho explosion of tho
ship. Tho four forward boilers have slnco
been found by the divers, and aro In a fair
condition.

On tho night ot the destruction of tho
Malno everything had been reported

for tho night at eight p. m. by re-
liable persons, through' tho proper author-
ities, to tho officer. At tho
tlmo tho Mnlno was destroyed tho ship was
quiet, and thcrcforo least liable to accident
caused by movements from those on board.

Were Two
3. Tho destruction of tho Maine occurred

at 0:40 p. m. on tho 15th day of February,
IS93, In tho harbor of Havana, Cuba, be-
ing at tho tlmo moored on the samo to
which sho bad been taken upon her ar-
rival.

Thcro wero two explosions ot a distinctly
different character with a very short but
distinct interval between them, and the
forward part of tho Bhlp was lifted to a
marked degreo at tho tlmo ot tho first ex-
plosion.

Tho first explosion was moro tho na-
ture ot a report, llko that ot a gun, while
Iho socond explosion was moro open, pro-
longed and of greater volume. This sec- -

ind explosion was. tho opinion of tho
:ourt, caused by tho partial explosion of
two or moro of tho. forward magazines of
tho Maine.

Condition of tho Wreck.
4. Tho cvldenco benring on this, being

principally obtained from divers, did not
enable tho court to form a dcflnlto con-
clusion a8 to tho condition of wreck,
although It was established that after
part of the ship was practically intact,
and sank In that condition a vory few
ailnutcs after the destruction of the for-
ward part.

Tho following facts In regard to tho for-
ward part of the ship aie, howcicr. es-

tablished by the testimony:

i
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That portion of tho port side of tho pro-
tectlvo deck which extends from about
framo SO to about framo 41 was blown up
aft and over to port Tho main deck
from about framo to about frame 41
was blown up aft antl slightly over to
starboard, folding tho forward part of tho
middle over and on top of
tho after part.

This was, the opinion of the court,
caused by tho partial explosion of two or
moro of the forward magazines of the
Malna.

rtatca Forced Up.
5. At frame 17, the outer shell ot the ship,

from point 11!4 feet from the mlddlo
lino of the ship and six feet abovo the keel
when tn its normal has been
forced up so as to bo now about four feet
above tho surface of the water, thereforo
about 31 feet abovo where It would bo had
the ship sunk uninjured. Tho outside bot-
tom plating Is bent into a reversed V
shape, tho after wing of which, about
ftt broad and 32 feet In length (from
frame 17 to frame 25), Is doubled back upon
Ittclf against tho continuation of the same
plating extending forward.

At fram IS tho vertical keel Is broken In
two, and the flat keel bent Into an anglo
similar to tho anglo formed by tho outside
bottom plating. This break is now about
six feet tho surface of tha water, and
about 30 f(;t abovo Its normal position.

rnuncd Mine.
In tho opinion of the court, this effect

rould havo been produced only tho ex-
plosion of mlno situated under bot-
tom of tho ship at about frame 18, and
somewhat on tho port side of tho ship.

6. Tho court finds that the loss of the
Maine, on tho occasion named, was not In
any respect due (o fault or negligence on
inu pan of any of tho officers or members
of tho crew of said vessel.

7. In tho opinion of tho court tho Malno
was destroyed by tho explosion ot a sub-
marlna mlno, which caused tho partial ex-
plosion of two or moro of her forward
magazines.

8. Tho court his been unablo to obtain
fixing tha for de-

struction of tho Maine upon any person or
persons.

W. T. SAMPSON,
Captain, U. S. N., Presldont.

A. MAIUX,
'outcnant U. 8. N., Judge

Advocate.
Tlio Flnttlnn Approved.

Tho court, having finished tho Inquiry It
was ordered to make, adjourned at 11 n. m.
to await action of tho convening au-
thority.

Captain, U. O. N-- , President.
A. MAIUX.

Lttutcnant Commander. U. S. N., Judge
Advocate.

U. S. Fhsgshlp Now York, March 22, 1S9S.

Off Key West, Fla. Tho and
findings of tho court of Inquiry the abovo
case aro approved.

A. SICAJtD.
Itear Admiral, Commander In Chief ot the

U. 8. Naval .Force on tho North Atlantis
Station.
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LATE SECOND-CLAS- S BATTLESHIP MAINE.

compara-
tively

commanding

Explosions.

PROFILE VIEW..,.

JlW'

FH

communicated

PLANS

superstructure

Commander,

proceedings

of a JDbubt, but

BY WITNESSES.

Extract cf Important
Taken by the Court.

(.teat. I'aivclion'a Story To I it on the
Tlilnl I)ny of the Session Im-

portant Discoveries Mnde
Up to That Time.

Washington, March 2S. The following are
portions ot tho testimony:

Hnslgn W. V. N. I'owelson called
Ihei third day of tho court. Ho testified
that he had been present on tho Maine
every day from tho arrival of tho boat
Fern and during a great deal of the diving.
In reply to. a, question to tell tho court

til- - about tho condition of tho wreck, he
said the-- forward part ot tho ship forward
of tho after Bmokcstack had been to all
uppearancca completely destroyed. The
conning tower lay In a position opposite
tho door leading to tho superstructure aft
ind to starboard, Inclined at about 110 de-
grees to tho vertical with tho top ot the
conning tower In board. Continuing, ho

:r$ ''"' " J,?

described with close detail the condition
under, tho main deck en tho port sldo. Tho
fixtures wero completely wrecked, whllo
fixtures In tho same position on tho star-
board sldo wero somo cases almost In-

tact. Tho port bulkhead between tho main
and berth decks at tho conning tower sup-
port had been blown aft on both sides, but
i great deal moro on tho port than on the
starboard sldo. The fire room hatch Imme-
diately abaft of tho conning tower had been
blown three directions aft, to star-
board and to port. Tho protectlvo deck
under tho conning tower supports was bent

two directions, tho plates on the star-ioar- il

sldo being bent up and on tho lor--'

board Fide bent down.

In repiy to an inquiry us to whethei
he meant with reference to their original
positions Ensign Powelson replied affirma-
tively. The beam supporting tho pro-

tectlvo deck a few Inches abaft of tho ar-

mored tube, to port of the midship line,
was bent up to starboard of tho mid-
ship line. Just, forward ot tho conning
tower, underneath tho deck, two beams
met at right angles;,ono beam was broken
and pushed from port to starboard. A
grating was found on the pcop awning
Just forward of tho after searchlight.

A pleco of tho side plating Just abaft
ot the starboard turret was visible. This
plato was bent outward and then the for-
ward end bent upward and folded back-
ward upon Itself. "This plato was sheared
from the rest ot tho plating below tho
water line. This plating below tho water
lino has been pushed out to starboard."

The armored gratings of the engine room
hatch wero blown oft. A composition
strainer was picked up from tho bottom
on tho starboard quarter at a point about
opposite the poop capstan and about 70

feet from It. Tho chief engineer thought
tho strainer was from the firemen's wash-
room. It was not a strainer in the ship's
tide.

Near tho piece of outsldo to
which Witness reierrca aiiovo he sold there
wero pieces ot red shellaced planks. On
theso planks was bolted a composition
track two Inches wldo and an Inch thick,

Ensign Powelson then asked If tho court
meant for him to say anything about what
tho dlver3 reported or Just what he saw.

The Judgo advocato replied that ho would
like to havo him state any

which might lead tho court to
lraw some conclusion us to tbo cause,
and It a diver gave such Information to
itato tho diver's name. Before doing So

the Judge advocato asked witness to stato
X tho forward und after part of tho ship
were line. Ensign Powelson replied
that as far as he could Judge they wero
aot. Tho end where the explosion

eemed to bo pushed from port
:o starboard from five to ten degrees, ho
mould Judge, with tho apex to tho star-
board. Tho divers reported witness that
it point where tho ten-Inc- h shell room
ihould be they discovered ten-Inc- h shells
regularly arranged, but the ship had sunk
lown so' much that some of tho shclU were
In tho mud.

Ounncr Morgan reported that walking
on tho bottom ho fell Into a hole on tho
port sMo and went down In tho mud, Ho
also reported that, ns far as he could Judco
everything seemed to bo bent upward In
the vicinity of this holo. He also reported
that tho plates seemed to havo been pushed
over to tho starboard and then bent down.

Ensign Powelson then said that a bIx-In-

powder tank that ho saw appeared to
ba empty tank broken by the explosion,
as It not badly dented and merely
ripped the length ot the seam. A ten-Inc- h

tank was badly battered out of any con-
ceivable shape.

Continuing, the witness said tho divers
up to tho night before ho was then on tho
stand had not been on tlio outside of tho'
ship. Tho mud was too deep for them to
walk on tho hottom.
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Extracts of Important Testimony Taken Various
Responsibility Cannot Be Fixed.

"What Is tho condition of tho starboard
lurretT" witness was asked.

"To my knowledge It has not been round,
sir," was tho reply.

He understood something had been found'
under the placo where tho turret formerly
was, but Its exact phaxactcr had not been
letermlned.

Impressions of Ensign Fovrelsou.
"What Impression Is produced upon your

mind by tho reports, as far as you have
juotedthem?" Ensign Powelson was asked.

"From reports alone or from tho appear-anc-o

of tho wreck T"
"Either from such reports or tho condi-

tions which you bellevo to exist"
"Tho impression produced upon me," re-

plied the witness, "is that an explosion took
placo well to port of tho midship line, and
at a point in tho length about opposite tho
:onn!ng tower."

Witness In reply to further questions said
his opinion was based upon tho observation
of things abovo water. Ho gavo no weight
to Mr. Morgan's statement about falling
Into a hole on the port sldo because Mor-
gan might havo been mistaken about it.
tleferrlng to his notes mado of things on
tho Maine, Ensign Powelson said that tho
aro of tho engine room telegraph and tho
shaft of tho steering gear coming down
through tho armored tubo (turret) was bent
from port to starboard. Tho port side of

. - ,Scaio,l-a.2.inch.t- o, onafaot..

the protected deck was covered with a
groasy deposit, tho starboard side being
comparatively frco from It.

Tho forward smoko pipe, between the
main and superstructure decks, did not
show signs of tho internal pressuro ofgases. On the main deck forward of tho
conning tower where tho foro and nfteranglo bulb beam was located tho planking
was blown oft on tha only remaining plato
of the main deck on the port sldo whllo tho
wood was still attached to that part on the
starboard side between tho conning tower
base and tha turrets. What witness saw
would Indicate that tho pressure lifted the
protectlvo deck up on tho port side, and
tho protective deck on tho starboard sideijfi :

" Mil """ pn "fnr".. Sip " atH'11' -
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held fast and bent that deck downward.
Witness hero exhibited two sketches to the
court showing diagram of various parts of
tho sunken ship and explained them to the
court.

Tho witness's evidence about the strip
on the starboard side of the outsldo plat-
ing of tho ship which was folded and
rolled back, was recalled to him, and Pow-
elson said he could see plato underneath it
was bent outward, as ho could seo It, as It
was only two feet under water where the
shear occurred.

Witness had taken soundings and had
found flvo fathoms of water on both sides
ot tho Maine down to the mud. Taking a

lead lino and dragging with a
wherry for obstructions on tho port side,
dragging close to where he thought tho wa-
ter ways would bo found, he found no ob-

structions whatever. On tho starboard sldo
he found obstructions for 20 feet whero ho
had reason to believe the waterways had
originally been. '

In answer to questions ho said thero was
nothing left or tho port plating at all. He
dragged along tho outsldo to seo It anything
had fallen out and found nothing. Wit-
ness thought tho ship on tho port sldo was
entirely gono opposite a point Indicated on
a diagram handed tho court. It was en-

tirely blown out.
This concluded Ensign Powclson's tes-

timony on the third day.
X Diver's Story.

Chief Gunner's Mato Olsen, of tho United
States steamer Iowa, told how ho had been
sent to Havana for tho purposo ot doing
diving duty on tho wreck. He had descend-
ed four times, making about eight or nlno
hours ot total examination.

Olsen told how on his first descent ho
went over tho forward part of tho ship.
To uso his own expression, ho said: "1
found tho wreck all blowed up. I found a
tot of grate bars down there." Tho second
tlmo ho went down further forward and
thero located a lot of ten-Inc- h shells. For-
ward of theso tho plates were bent Inboard
over them.

Asked It ho Imagined himself looking for-
ward ho stated that ho did. Going over tho
plates ho struck Into a lot of six-Inc- h shells
with the slings on them. Going to tho right
witness stated ho found a lot of wreckage.
It seemed to have been blown over the star-
board. Olsen stated that he put his hand
Into tho cranks and brought out several

shells.
Tho next tlmo he wenfdovrn, Olsen testi-

fied he went outsldo tho ship, forward of
tho crane on the port side. He followed tho
bottom along and found t'-i- the ship's
sldo was blown outboard and along tho
crane It could bo walked on.

"At tho part where sho Is blown up com-
pletely," witness said, "part of her bottom
tlates aro turned up. Then you follow tho

from there up, and tho plates aro
blown outboard. At tho top and underneath
tho bottom they are blown inboard and
bent In. About three feet forward of thatspot thero Is a pleco of Iron laid along tho
bulkhead. The skin of the inslds of the
double bottoms Is curled llko a sheet of pa-
per Inboard from stem to stern.

"Amidships on the samo placo thero Is an
armor plate, ono plato complete, tho topot
the plate standing up. The plate Is Inclined
aver tho starboard completely. It standsup with the thick part or the plato down.
It Is Inclined forward, and over to

--x.
X

AttJiMJ&te- -

J '

1 ano jewelry
a. D Stsh,

M J. KlKCHDOERFFER. who

From

experience,

k'J'ii''J'l'l.T..

II III ISI1I.
Facts Told 'by Wltnessoa to Off-

icers of the Maine Court.

FHEY ALL POINT TO SPANISH TREACHERY

Capt. Slgsbco Took Extrn Prccnn.
tlnns to Gnoxa Ills Ship from

Harm Consul General Lee
nnd Others Testify.

Washington, March 2D. Tho Immense
mass ot testimony taken by tho Maine court
or Inquiry was sent to tho senate Mon-
day, and with tho president's message and
findings ot tho court referred to tho com-
mittee on foreign relations. Tho testimony
was taken on IS different days, tho four-
teen th day, however, being devoted to vlow-In- g

tho wreck. Every witness who was
known to havo any Information that could
throw light upon tho great disaster was
called to glvo his testimony. Tho story
ot tho destruction, of tho vessel Is told, not
graphically, but In a manner which gives
all tho obtainable tacts. No technical do-ta- ll

Is omitted. Every movement and In-

cident connected with tho Malno from tho
tlmo sho left Key West until tho last diver
examined tho wreck, slowly sinking tn tho
mud of Havana harbor, Is given. It is n
story Intensely Interesting to tho people.
Thoso who read It could havo llttlo doubt
us lo whother Ihero was an Internal or ex-

ternal explosion. Perhaps' tho most sig-

nificant testimony Is that showing tho bot--j
torn plates on tho port side of tho

Malno to bo bent Inward and up-

ward, a result that hardly could havo fol-

lowed anything savo an explosion from tho
outsldo. A mass of testimony 13 submitted
showing tho caro exercised on board tho
ship by Capt. fiigsbeo and his officers, and
tho apparent Impossibility of tho accident
occurring by any internal cause, such as
tho heating of tho bunkers, spontaneous
combustion or so many other theories wero
bused.

The testimony or Capt. Slgsbco U of the
greatest Importance and perhaps Is of more
general Interest than that of any other
man called before tho bodrd. With great
care and minuteness ho gives an ac-
count of the management of the ship, how
the was handled, what was done from day
to day on board, how sho sailed Into Ha-
vana, her anchorago and what ho knew
about It; and, In fact, every point upon
which the government and tho country de-

sires to bo Informed. Nothing In Capt.
Slgsbeo's testimony shows that tho anchor-
age was changed or that It was considered
dangerous by anyone.

Second to tho lmportanco of tho testi-
mony of Capt. SIgsbee Is that of Ensign
Powe4;on, who had chnrgo ot tha divers
nnd knew from day to day what fheso
divers found. This officer was minutely
Informed as to tho construction of the
Maine nnd everything about her. His
testimony was to a certain extent tech-
nical, bearing upon tho construction of tho
ship, her plates, etc., but It was from these
plates and this technical knowledge that
ho was ablo to declare that tho explosion
took pjaco from fhaou'ilde.

The divers, Morgan, Olsen and Smith, all
contributed Important evidence. They

M jS" ifii

GEN. FITZHUGH LEE.

testified that the plates wero bent Inward
on the bottom port sldo and outward on the
starboard sldo.

Tho story of the explosion Is told by dif-
ferent witnesses and adds little to what
Capt. SIgsbee and Commander Walnwrlght
related.

Nothing In tho testimony Axes responsi-
bility, no conspiracy is npparcnt, no knowl-
edge or the planting ot a mlno is shown.
Capt. SIgsbee states that a somewhat bit-
ter feeling existed against tho American
sli'lp, ond Americans generally, and a wit-
ness whOso namo Is suppressed tells of
overhearing a conversation among Spanish
officers and a citizen Indicating a fore-
knowledge ot tlio destruction of the Malno
by Intention to blow her up. An official of
the American consulate tells ot Informa-
tion received anonymously tending to show
that a conspiracy existed. Dut nothing Is
definitely stated whleii fixes any responsi-
bility upon Spain or her subjects.

Ucu. I.cc TcstlUea.
Consul General Fltzhugh Leo appeared

before tho court on March 8. Ills testi-
mony related to tho ofllclal formalities pre-
ceding Iho Maine's arrival. On January 21

ho received a messago from tho stato de-
partment saying that tho Malna would bo
sent to Havana on a friendly visit to re-

sume the regular status of naval relations
between the two countries, and lib was
ordered to mako nrrangements at tlio pat-a- ce

for the rtxehungo of official courtesies.
After a call at tho palaco ho ecnt the state
department a cipher messago saying:

"Authorities profess to think tho United
Slates has ulterior purposo In ccndlng tho
ship. Say it will obstruct autonomy and
produce excitement, and most probably a
demonstration. Ask that It not bo dona
till ihcy can get Instructions from Mad-

rid, say that ir for friendly purpose, as
claimed, delay Is Important."

It was loo late, however, the Maine had
already sailed. Sho urrived next day and
l.co reported her arrival to tho state de-

partment.
All Ursula tlon Carried Out.

Lieut. Commander Richard Walnwrlght
testified thnt tho regulations In regard to
paints und Inflammables and all other pre-

cautions wero strictly carried out on board
ship. Every possible caro was taken to
avoid accident. All visitors wero scru-
tinized before being allowed to come on
board Iho ship. Nobody waa allowed

Socclal "lookouts" wero ro--
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quired rit flight. No unauthorized boats
were allowed lo approach tho ship.

Thero was flno discipline, obedient crew,
quiet men. Hu was In tho captain's offico
at time ot the explosion; felt a very heavy
shock and heard nolso ot falling objects
on deck. Thought tho ship was being fired
upon. Was told by captain to seo boats
wore lowered. Ho saw fow men coming,
mostly officers. Ho saw no reason to flood
the magazine, because water was coming
up. Ho saw . forward. Coats began to
cro..d around tho wreck. Ho Induced boats
to take tha wounded to different vessels.
He ordered a list taken ot tho saved, and
wounded. Thcro was excellent dlsclpllno
after tho explosion. Orders wero followed
with promptness of a drill. Tho only or
der not obeyed was the order to leave the.
ship.

Ho first examined tho wreck at daylight
the following morning. He took a gig wllh

Lieut. Hood and a fow men and attempted
to board tho wreck. Ho waa warned oft
by an armed boat'3 crow ot Spaniards and
then pulled around tho wreck. Thero wero
still somo burning fragments.

Capt. SIgsbee, Testifies.
Capt. SIgsbee, In testifying before, the'

court of Inquiry which convened In the
harbor of Havana Monday, February 21,
said that ho assumed command of 'the
Maine on April 10, 1897, and that his ship
arrived In tho harbor ot Havana tho last
tlmo January 24, 1S9S. Tho authorities at
Havana knew of tho Maino's coming, Consul-G-

eneral Leo having informed tho au-

thorities according to official custom. After,
he look on an official pilot sent by the
captain ot tha port of Havana tho ship
was berthed in tho man-of-w- anchorage
oft the Jlaehlna, or tho Shears, and,' ac-
cording to his understanding, was one of
the regular buoys of tho place. ' "

Ho then-- stated that he had been In Ha-
vana In 1872 and' again In 1S3S.

Ho could not stato whether tho Maine
was placed In tho usual berth for men-of-w-

but said that ho had heard" re-

marks since tho explosion, using Capt.
Stevens, temporarily In command of tho
Ward lino steamer City of Washington, as
authority for tho statement that he had
never known In all his experience, which

mm
CAPT. SIGSDEE.

covered visits to Havana for five or six
years, a man-of-w- to be anchored' at
that buoy; that ho had rarely known
merchant vessels to bo anchored there, rind
that It waa tho least used buoy In the har-
bor. In describing tho surroundings when
first moored to this buoy Capt. SIg'sbeo
stated that the Spanish man-of-w- ar Al-
phonso XII. was moored In tho position
now occupied by the Fern, about 250 yards
to the northward' and westward of .tho
Maine. The German ship Grl&enau wa3
anchored at tho berth now occupkU by
the Spanish man-of-w- Lcgaspc, which is
about tOO yards about duo north from tho
Maine. He then located the German man-of-w- ar

Charlotte, which camo into. tho
harbor a day or two later, which was an-
chored to tho southward ot tho Maine's
berth about 400 or MO yards.

In describing tho surroundings at the
time of the explosion, Capt. SIgsbee stated
thnt the night was calm and etill. The
Alphonso XII. was at tho samo berth.
The small Spanish dispatch boat Lcgaspe
had come out tho day beforo and taken the
berth occupied by the German man-of-w- ar

Grlesenau, which had left. Tho steam-
er City or Washington was anchored about
200 yards to tiro south and east or the
Maine's stern slightly on the port quarter.

Tho Malno coaled at Key West, taking on
about IM tons, tho coal being regularly
Inspected and taken from tho government
ccal pile This coal was placed generally
In tho forwnrd bunkers. No report was re-
ceived from tho chief engineer that any
coal had been too long In tho bunkers, and
that tho llro alarms in tho bunkers wero
sensitive.

llcgulatluus Strictly Carried Ont.
In so far as tho regulations regarding In-

flammables and paints on board, Capt. Slgs-
bco" testified that tho regulations wero
strictly carried out In regard to storage
and that tho wasto also was Bubject to
tho samo careful disposition. As to tho sit-
uation ot tho paint room, ho fixed It as In
tho "eyes oj tl.d ship," Just below tho berth
deck, tho cxtremo forward compartment.
As for tho disposition of inflammables, they
'wero stowed In chests according to tho reg
ulations, ana when Inflammables ro In
oxcess of chest capacity they wero nSpwcJ,
'to be kept In tho bathroom of tho adiiiral's
cabin. Ilcgardlng tho elcctrla plant lythq
Tdalno, Capt. Slgsbco stated that thero wan
no serious grounding nor sudden flaring
up ot tho lights beforo tho explosion, but
n sudden and total eclipse. As for regu
lations affecting tho taking or tomperaturo
of tho magazines, etc., Capt. Slgsbco Bald
thero wero no special regulations other
than tho usual regulations required by tho
donartment. Ho examined tho tcmnerntura
hlmsclt and conversed with tho ordnunco
officer as tc to various temperatures nnd
'the, contents of tho, magazines, and accord- -
Inir to tho opinion 6t this officer, as well as
SIgsbee, tho temperatures were never at tho
Uanger point. ''I do hot think thero was
any laxity In this direction," suld tho cap-
tain, In reply to a question of Judgo Advo
cato Manx.

Ho had no recollection ot any work go-
ing on In tho mngazlno or shell 'rooms en
the day of the explosion. Tho Urys were
called for In tho usual way on. the day hi
question and were properly returned. At
the lime or the disaster tno two alter bon-
ers In the after llro room wore In useije- -

Continued on Fourth Pajfe.
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